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Wants to Give to Many 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am a constant reader of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK and I am always inter- 
ested in your editorials. ; 

Since receiving the October 27 issue I have 
been muttering to myself—so why not write 
you that your editorial on ‘‘Look at Those 
Community Drives'’ causes me some concern? 

It happens that I am a contributor who 
likes to have a choice when I give to causes 
that are being promoted, just as I like to 
choose my reading matter myself. I much 
prefer to receive the dozens of circulars from 
publishers, to have tne drives for more church 
paper readers, and the magazine agents than 
to have a central agency which says, ‘‘Give 
me what you want to spend and I will guar- 
antee to use it for some of this and that 
which I will choose for you and you will 
be relieved of all these magazine and paper 
solicitations."’ 

I feel I am being taxed when I give to a 
central ‘‘united’’ fund, and it is a tax with- 
out any representation when it comes to 
spending it. 

Some drives are for charity funds, some 
drives are educational for the purpose of 
preventing avoidable diseases; I want to say 
how much I give to each. 

Many abuses of individual rights grow out 
of united fund-raising which started because 
it looked convenient and helpful in the be- 
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ginning. This one statement covers a great 
many which I will not enumerate at length— 
at least, not now. 

I also feel concerned because your edi- 
torials are usually most enlightening to me, 
being upon subjects I know too little of and 
I appreciate your clear and direct approach. 
It happens I have gone into the subject of 
united fund-raising until I feel I know its 
advantages and disadvantages. This particu- 
lar editorial causes me concern because I get 
the impression you plunged into writing it 
after reading and agreeing with the October 
Cosmopolitan article and that you had not 
seen the July Cosmopolitan article. Piease, 
Mr. Editor, don't lead me to infer that your 
other editorials which I accepted and which 
influenced my thinking were so impulsively 
written!* 

Debate is stimulating, but in my opinion 
it would be more helpful to us if it were 
Stirred up about those matters which need 
our consideration and which are given very 
little or no space in the secular press. 

We Presbyterians are individualists, we 
like freedom of choice and action, and we re- 
sent anything that would curtail it. 

MRS. MORRELL DeREIGN 

Caruthersville, Mo. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
It has been called to my attention that 
in the October 27 issue of your publication, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, there ap 
pears on Page 8 an editorial in regard to 
community drives. While the purpose of edi- 
torial columns is to express the opinion of 
the editor, it would seem more just if instead 
of calling to the attention of your readers 
but one side of the story you also have them 
read the article which appeared also in Cos- 
mopolitan of July, 1952. We Presbyterians 
have been noted for our democratic and fair 
approach to a problem. . I am sure that you 
did not mean to be otherwise in this com- 
ment. I sincerely hope that you can rectify 
the unfortunate impression which you have 
fostered. 
MISSOURI TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION 
DONALD E. PRATT, Executive Secretary 
St. Louis, Mo. 


*EDITOR’S NOTE—Our Oct. 27 editorial 
merely called attention to the Oct. Cosmo- 
politan article. We promised to have our 
say-so on the subject later on—which we will! 
Meanwhile, we are glad to see the earlier 
Cosmopolitan article, too, and hope our 
readers will see both. This preliminary 
warm-up should lead us to a lively and prof- 
itable discussion, 


RSV Used at Agnes Scott 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

You will be interested to know that our de- 
partment has adopted as a text for our courses 
this year the RSV Bible. I noted your recent 
reference to Trinity University’s doing it. It 
would be interesting to get a survey of our 
Presbyterian U. S. colleges on this matter. . , 

PAUL L. GARBER 

Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga, 


° 





No. 8 ina series on RVS changes. 


7:14, RSV. 
KJV. 


Let’s get it straight, young folk, 
for it will be sure to save us untold 
heartbreaks a few years from now. 
The greatest rewards of life come to 
those who are able to discipline them- 
selves. 

Life is an exact process, governed 
by inflexible laws. Infections in the 
bloodstream destroy our health; poi- 
sonous thoughts make mental cases 
out of us; spiritual mistakes wreck 
all happiness and destroy us on the 
top levels of life. 

It is true in athletics. Great stars 
like Nurmi, Gil Dodds, Jackie Robin- 
son and Doak Walker do not try to 
juggle the rules. They take no 
chances with their physical upkeep. 
No men in America live more strictly 
than they do. You could not pass 
enough laws to make them live the 
correct lives they compel themselves 
to live; because they know the rules 
of life. Narrow gates and hard ways! 

It is true in happiness. No one 
in the business demands more of 
himself than the boss does. If he 
does not, the business soon goes to 





Great Living Never Comes Easy 


By ROY L. SMITH 
For that gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life. — Matthew 


Because straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, that leadeth unto life.— 


smash. It’s the outfit that can hold 
itself most steadily in line that sur- 
vives. Ask your banker! He’s watched 
them go down! 

It’s true everywhere else. Those who 
are able to govern themselves find 
liberty at its best. Those who are 
unable to keep their word, play the 
game according to the rules, and dic- 
tate their own attitudes become the 
victims of life, and miss everything 
except trouble. 

Seven times nine is 63; two mole- 
cules of hydrogen and one of oxygen 
combine to produce water; four tones 
in an exact ratio of vibration result 
in a perfect chord. All these are 
exact. No special consideration, no 
variations for old time’s sake, no 
extra privileges between friends. God 
is absolutely impartial. The way is 
hard and strict! 

But it leads to life! That is the 
way all the great ones have ar- 
rived. No hunting for short-cuts, 
easy ways out, alibis of evasions. 

And you will forget the hardness 
when you have found life! 
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Committees Complete Union Plan 


16,000 Copies to Be Mailed Out “For Study” in January 


The Plan of Union for the U. S., USA 
and United Presbyterian Churches has 
been completed and 16,000 copies will 
be ready for distribution by January, 

Available in galley proofs, the plan 
was approved by the joint negotiating 
committee at a recent meeting in Pitts- 
burgh. When it comes from the printer 
the 250-page book will then be mailed 
from the offices of the Stated Clerks of 
the three denominations to active min- 
isters and others in the churches. 

The plan will be sent out ‘“‘for study 
and subject to further revision,’’ with 
criticisms and suggestions to be com- 
municated to the Stated Clerks’ offices. 

Next step on the part of the negotiat- 
ing committee will be a meeting of its 
seventeen members in Cincinnati April 
7-9, 1953, together with the full commit- 
tees from all three churches—between 
55 and 60 persons. At that time criti- 
cisms and suggestions which have been 
mailed in will be considered and, in the 
light of these, recommendations will be 
made to the respective General Assem- 
blies. 

Also under extended consideration by 
the joint committee is the whole pro- 
gram of acquaintance and cooperation 
now in progress and involving the three 
negotiating churches under authorization 
of their respective General pag 
One phase of the program calls for 
wide-spread exchange of pastors for one 
Sunday or more at some time during the 
year, 


Joint Meeting Held 


Presbyterian, U. S., and USA presby- 
teries—Potomac and Washington City— 
held a joint meeting recently in what 
some said they hoped was a token of the 
coming reunion of the churches. In the 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House in Alex- 
andria, Va., they adopted the following 
resolution unanimously: 


“We have a feeling that it is right and 
natural that we should be here together, 
for, as we recall in this historic center 
of early colonial Presbyterianism, our 
basic form of government, our theology, 
our style of evangelistic preaching and 
our devotion to the Scriptures, are but 
the inevitable result of a common origin. 
We are indeed one and the same Presby- 
terian family. We give thanks that after 
these many years we meet again in the 
spirit of love under our Lord Jesus 
Christ, even though not one organically.” 


GENERAL COUNCIL MEETS 


Actions of the Presbyterian, U. S., Gen- 
erela Council in its recent semi-annual 
meeting include: 

Approval of a new plan for financing 
church schools and promoting steward- 
ship in church schools (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 3); 

Earliest possible employment of a di- 
rector of research; 

As a result of a self-study, the Council 
voted no changes in its structure except 
erection of a sub-committee on steward- 
ship; 

A suggestion of James R. Sydnor (see 
page 12) advocating an Assembly's com- 
mittee on church music was referred to 
the ad interim committee on the joint 
hymnal. 


Christian Citizens Groups F orming 


Baltimore, Md. (RNS)—A national or- 
ganization of Christian citizenship groups 
is in process of formation, it was dis- 
closed here by Gerald Monsman, presi- 
dent of the United Christian Citizens of 
Baltimore, and an elder in the Franklin 
Street Presbyterian (U. S.) church. 

He said that groups in other cities 
were planning to join with his own in 
forming the nucleus of the new organiza- 
tion. 

The Baltimore group, founded early 
this year, aims to keep citizens ‘‘in- 
formed and organized for effective ac- 
tion in civie affairs within the political 
parties of their own choice.” 

Mr. Monsman told the Baltimore UCC 
on his return from a trip across the 
country that the Christian Citizens Com- 


mittee of Chicago had adopted a con- 
stitution, and citizens’ groups in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and Louisville, Ky., had 
been reorganized and ‘‘re-vitalized.’’ 

In addition, he said, groups called to- 
gether in Tacoma and Seattle, Wash., 
have begun forming units in those cities. 
Preliminary organization meetings of 
other groups, he added, have been held 
in Evansville, Ind., St. Louis, Mo., Los 
Angeles and Eureka, Cal., and Olympia, 
Wash. 

“My trip,” Mr. Monsman said, 
“showed that there is a definite aware- 
ness of the need for Christian action, 
that this need is not being met at the 
present time, and that, wherever lead- 
ership can be found, there is bound to 
be a response from Christian citizens.”’ 


Candidates Praised 
For Avoidance of 


Appeals to Bigotry 


Leaders of Major Faiths 
Call 1952 Level High 


New York (RNS) — President-elect 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and his opponent, 
Gov. Adlai E. Stevenson, steered clear 
of appeals to bigotry in the recent cam- 
paign, six national leaders of the three 
major religious faiths declared here. 

“During the campaign,’’ the six lead- 
ers said, ‘the major candidates scru- 
pulously avoided appealing to the in- 
tolerance of the prejudiced. . .. The 
climate of opinion was totally opposed 
to bigotry and demonstrated that our 
American citizenry cherishes the re- 
ligious ideal of the brotherhood of man 
and the Fatherhood of God.”’ 

Last July, at the beginning of the 
campaign, the same group telegraphed 
national headquarters of both major 
parties, urging all candidates to take 
action to prevent expressions of bias by 
their followers. 

Their appeal was endorsed by the na- 
tional chairmen of both parties. The six 
leaders making the statement included 
President Henry K. Sherrill of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and Arthur 
S. Flemming, Delaware, Ohio, one of the 
vice-presidents. 

After praising the Presidential candi- 
dates, the religious leaders added: 


“Tt is true that in the heat of the cam- 
paign, unwarranted accusations and 
counter-accusations of prejudice cropped 
up. It is extremely difficult to avoid 
this temptation since it is obviously nec- 
essary to condemn genuine instances of 
intolerant speech or conduct. 

“Unjustified charges of bigotry and 
misguided appeals to particular groups 
can be eliminated only by considerable 
public education.”’ 


The statement said civie organizations 
and fair election campaign committees 
in many communities helped avoid big- 
otry. 

“We urge religious and civic insti- 
tutions to continue this process of public 
education to the end that our nation, 
while continuing to enjoy frank political 
discussion, may conduct election cam- 
paigns on a constantly higher level of 
honesty, dignity and fairness,” it added. 


“We look forward to the time when 
all campaigns, including state and local, 
will be conducted on the high plane that 
was set by the presidential candidates of 
1952. 








SHERRILL PLEDGES PRAYERS 


New York (Special) To the newly- 
elected President of the United States, 
the head of the nation’s largest religious 
organization pledged church support and 
prayers for ‘‘every effort to unite our 
nation’’ as a “‘force for freedom, justice 
and peace.”’ 

A telegram was sent by Episcopal 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, as presi- 
dent of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. to 
President-elect Dwight D. Ejisnhower. 
The message read as follows: 


“‘As you face the grave resonsibilities 
of leadership entrusted to you by the 
people of our nation, prayers will rise 
from thousands of churches that you 
may be given divine guidance. We be- 
lieve that through trust in God, wisdom, 
strength, courage and composure may 
be found sufficient for any perplexity or 
burden. We pledge our support to every 





effort to unite our nation as an ever- 
increasing force for freedom, justice and 
peace in a troubled world.”’ 


Thanksgiving Proclamation 
Stresses Spirit of Unity 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—President 
Truman officially designated Thursday, 
Nov. 27, as Thanksgiving Day in a proc- 
lamation calling upon Americans to offer 
a prayer of gratitude then for ‘‘the spirit 
of unity which binds together all parts of 
our country.”’ 

It is ‘‘especially fitting,’’ the President 
said, that ‘‘the whole people’”’ offer such 
a prayer this year in the ‘full awareness 
of our privileges and a deepening sense 
of the obligations which they entail.’ 

Text of the proclamation follows: 


“In the cycle of the seasons, another 
year marked by the abundance of God’s 
gifts is nearing its end. At such a time 
we are wont to turn to him and with 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering the question below, recorded from a Presbyterian radio program, is 


Ernest Trice Thompson, Union Seminary professor, co-editor of THE OUTLOOK. 


PREDESTINATION 


Please explain, briefly, what is 
meant by predestination. 


Predestination is one of the doctrines 
about which there have been endless 
debates, and which it is difficult to dis- 
cuss helpfully in a few words. 

Very briefly, predestination is the doc- 
trine that God has determined the events 
of everyone's life, and more especially 
that he has determined the final destiny 
of every human soul. 

But theologians interpret this doctrine 
differently. 

Some think that God, for reasons that 
we cannot understand, determined be- 
fore the creation of the world to save 
some men and not to save others. 

Others think that this determination 
to save some and not to save others 
was based on God's foreknowledge. He 
foresaw that some would accept his offer 
of salvation and these he determined to 
save; he foresaw that others would re- 
fuse his offer of salvation and these he 
determined to reject. 

There are still others who think it is 
God’s purpose ultimately to save all 
mankind, but some before others, de- 
pending on whether or not they accept 
his love here on earth. 

These are three views that have been 
held, and there are still others. 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, 
written over 300 years ago, sets forth 
the doctrine of predestination as follows: 


“By the decree of God, for the mani- 
festation of his glory, some men and an- 
gels are predestinated unto everlasting 
life and others foreordained to everlast- 
ing death. These angels and men, thus 
predestinated and foreordained, are par- 
ticularly and unchangeably Cesigned; and 
their number is so certain and definite 
that it cannot be either increased or di- 
minished.”’ 


4 


The Presbyterian Church, USA, has 
added this explanatory statement, which 
indicates how some Presbyterians in- 
terpret this doctrine today: 


“That concerning those who are saved 
in Christ, the doctrines of God’s eternal 
decree is held in harmony with the doc- 
trine of his love to all mankind, his gift 
of his son to be the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world, and his readiness 
to bestow his saving grace on all who 
seek it. That concerning those who per- 
ish, the doctrine of God’s eternal decree 
is held in harmony with the doctrine that 
God desires not the death of any sinner, 
but has provided in Christ a salvation 
sufficient for all, adapted to all, and 
freely offered in the gospel to all; that 
men are fully responsible for their treat- 
ment of God's gracious offer: and that 
no man is condemned except on the 
ground of his sin.’’ 


I would like to add these two further 
statements: First, the doctrine of pre- 
destination is not held in the Presby- 
terian Church as strongly and as widely 
as it once was. It is rarely mentioned 
in a Presbyterian pulpit. No one who 
joins a Presbyterian Church is ever 
asked what he believes about predestina- 
tion, but only what he believes about 
Jesus Christ. 

Second, back of all views of predestina- 
tion is the conviction that we love God 
because he first loved us; that God is 
the sovereign ruler of the universe and 
that his great plan for mankind will be 
carried out. As Paul wrote to the Ephe- 
sians: God has chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we might 
be holy and blameless before him. For, 
as Paul goes on to say, it is God’s ulti- 
mate purpose to sum up all things in 
Christ, all things on earth and all things 
in heaven. This purpose, this plan, this 
predestination, we believe, will be car- 
ried out, 


humble hearts to offer thanks as a na- 
tion for his manifold blessings. 

‘We are moved by the inspiring au- 
tumnal beauty of our land, which uplifts 


the hearts of men. We are thankful 
for the natural and human resources 
which have enabled us not only to enjoy 
high material and spiritual standards 
ourselves but also to help others in the 
effort to achieve or protect their well- 
being. 

“We are grateful for the privileges 
and rights inherent in our way of life, 
and in particular for the basic freedoms, 
which our citizens can enjoy without 
fear. This year it is especially fitting 
that we offer a prayer of gratitude for 
the spirit of unity which binds together 
all parts of our country and makes us 
one nation indivisible. 

‘‘Now, therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, 
President of the United States of 
America, conforming to our hallowed 
custom, and in consonance with the joint 
resolution of Congress approved on Dec. 
26, 1941, do hereby call upon all our 
people to celebrate Thursday, Nov. 27, 
1952, as Thanksgiving Day. 

“On that day let us, with a full aware- 
ness of our privileges and a deepening 
sense of the obligations which they en- 
tail, each in his own way, but together 
as a whole people give due expression to 
our thanks, and let us humbly endeavor 
to follow the paths of righteousness in 
obedience to the will of Almighty God.” 


Home for Aged Planned 
By Synod of Florida 


Plans are underway for establishment 
of a home for the aged by the Synod of 
Florida, as a result of action taken at 
the fall meeting of that body in Gaines- 
ville. Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando pas- 
tor, is head of a committee to draw up a 
charter and recommend a location and 
fund-raising program. 

Joint plans in evangelism and a pro- 
gram of pulpit exchange with the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, were approved 
by the synod along with a comity ar- 
rangement for the establishment of new 
churches. 

Russell F. Johnson, synod’s moderator, 
and Stephen T. Harvin, both Jackson- 
ville pastors, were named as fraternal 
delegates to the meeting of the USA 
synod in Bradenton. 

Upon recommendation of its Commit- 
tee on Christian Education, the synod 
commended the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible to the churches for 
study and use. 

In a report to the synod, the Commit- 
tee on Christian Relations, through Fred 
P. Turner, declared: 


“As churchmen and as leaders we 
have not been able to inspire our con- 
gregations to great sacrificial giving. 
Here is one of our marked sins. The 
corruption of church members and 
church leaders is in direct proportion to 
the amount of God’s wealth we throw 
away. He should have received his 
rightful share, but we have spent it on 
ourselves. This is the reason our hearts 
and our people’s hearts are not in our 
churches, for where our treasure is, 
there will our heart be also.”’ 


C. U. Leach, DeFuniak Springs pastor, 
is moderator-nominee for next year. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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2a. Africa—and Mission Policies 


HILE the question of the transfer 
W of authority to the African is 

basic in the building-up of an 
indigenous church, it presupposes a re- 
lationship between teacher and pupil 
that will expedite the process. Friction 
and misunderstanding between teacher 
and pupil will inevitably retard the proc- 
ess and missionaries are conscious of 
this. However, they are human beings 
with human frailties and faults working 
with a people whose customs, thought 
processes, and way of life are different, 
and naturally, they make mistakes, 
sometimes through ignorance, sometimes 
wilfully in the belief that they know 
better. 

With that as a promise, I take strong 
exception to the statement in Dr. Street’s 
article (OUTLOOK, Aug. 11) that ‘‘the 
predominant racial attitude and practice 
of the Mission is very conservative, akin 
to what one meets in conservative sec- 
tions of the South.”’ 


When I first arrived on the Mission, 
and for many years afterwards, we had 
the privilege of working with colored 
missionaries. We were all on an equal 
basis; worked together, dined together, 
played together, were paid the same 
salaries and lived in the same kind of 
houses. I know of nothing comparable 
in the home church. The Africans around 
us placed us on the same level. The 
only embarrassment was caused by 
some government officials, who, visiting 
the Mission, refused to concede the equal 
status, socially, of white and colored mis- 
sionaries. 


Cites 1950 Action 


Our general attitude towards the Afri- 
can with whom we work is the same. 
The seeming difference that exists is not 
due to racial prejudice but to other fac- 
tors. I cannot imagine a person with 
racial prejudice offering himself, or her- 
self, as a life-long missionary, for there 
are plenty of other forms of Christian 
work to satisfy the conscience. To cor- 
roborate this, may I state that the Mis- 
sion, at its 1950 Mission Meeting, took 
action that it would accept missionaries 
of any race or color, and this action was 
approved by the Board of World Mis- 
sions. As a matter of fact, the only 
barrier raised to the employment of 
colored missionaries on our Congo Mis- 
sion came from the Colonial Government, 
which was distrustful of colored Ameri- 
cans because of their experience with a 
few indiscreet visitors, not missionaries. 

It is dangerous to summarize a situa- 
tion without knowing what lies behind 
it. Take the seating in church of African 





*Mr. Morrison, Presbyterian U. S. mis- 
sionary to the Belgian Cogno, is now on 
furlough in this country. 
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By JOHN MORRISON* 
e 


and missionary, since this has been 
mentioned. The missionaries do not 
always sit in special seats, and often 
one sees them sitting side by side with 
the Africans. However, it was formerly 
the custom to have special seats for the 
missionary near the pulpit, in the same 
manner as one encounters in colleges, 
where the faculty sit by themselves. 
The missionary sat there, because he 
was often called on for information, or 
prayer, and often because he had an- 
nouncements to make. Again, if a mis- 
sionary sits in the midst of the congrega- 
tion, he will often find that the Africans 
leave him alone on the bench, to the 
detriment of the seating capacity of the 
church. A third point is that the mis- 
Sionary sat with his family, while the 
African men sit on one side of the church 
and the women on the other. The mis- 
sionary, by his example, tried to break 
down the African prejudice against his 
womenfolk, thus starting the process of 
feminine emancipation. In Luebo church, 
which was built 25 years ago, the qual- 
ity of the seats for missionaries and 
African leaders is the same. That less 
comfortable seats are offered the aver- 
age church member was due to the fact 
that we had $7,000 to build a church that 
would seat 1,500. 

As a comparison, there are seats for 
white people in the Roman Catholic 
church, but none for the African; he 
kneels or stands. At government cere- 
monies, the same situation exists. Prot- 
estant missionaries are still a step 
ahead, and in Luluabourg Church, the 
most-recently constructed, seats for mis- 
sionary and African are the same. 


Africans in Missionary Homes 


During 10 weeks on the Mission, Dr. 
Street ‘‘saw only one instance of an 
African who was not a servant, in a 
missionary’s house.’’ What does being 
in a missionary’s home mean? My office 
is in my home; Africans are in it every 
day. They visit us in our sitting room, 
tell us their troubles, and we pray with 
them there. They come to visit us so- 
cially, or as they say, to ‘‘somba,”’ 
(which means to sit and chat). If the 
criticism means that we do not invite 
them to a meal, it is probably true to a 
certain extent. 

There are several reasons why this is 
not done to any great extent, and no one 
of these reasons is racial prejudice. 
First, the African has a different social 
scale; he does not eat with his wife and 
daughters; they take what he leaves, 
and this embraces the African leader. 
Then there is the question of selection. 
With thousands of Christians and hun- 


dreds of church leaders, whom should 
we choose for a social evening? At 
each meeting of presbytery, the mem- 
bers are invited, with their wives, if 
present,’ to a social evening in a mis- 
sionary’s home. When the crowd is too 
great, a sort of picnic supper is held on 
the lawn, and games are played. 


As I see it, missionaries would create 
some difficulty by entertaining the Afri- 
cans in their homes than they would by 
their present method. There are two 
tribes in Luebo, the Baluba and Lulua, 
the one very jealous of the -other, and 
missionaries, especially those in evan- 
gelistic work, walk a tight-rope to avoid 
giving offence. What complications might 
ensue from some inadvertence in follow- 
ing a practice of entertaining in one’s 
home would cause me to hesitate to 
make it a general habit. 


A missionary’s life is a wholetime job, 
and I would question the importance of 
entertaining the African in comparison 
with the many other things he has to do. 
I have sat on government commissions, 
and have never seen an African invited 
to dine with the officials. For the first 
time, I saw several invited to a cocktail 
party to drink the health of the King at 
the recent coronation. When the occasion 
demands it, I am sure that missionaries 
will continue to invite selected Africans 
to their homes, but it will probably be 
the exception rather than the rule, and 
as in the case of colored missionaries, 
racial prejudice will not enter into it. 


Incident Called Unimportant 


The instance cited by Dr. Street of 
dissatisfaction on the part of Africans, 
in which the missionaries to whom he 
spoke, attributed the dissatisfaction to a 
‘bunch of hotheads,’’ occurred on Luebo 
station at the time when I was chairman 
of the evangelistic committee. I am 
sure I did not think of these pastors and 
others as hotheads,’”’ although I mini- 
mized the importance of the incident. 
Undoubtedly they felt their grievances 
were legitimate, but they had already 
been discussed by the Presbytery of 
Luebo, which takes in a further 28 pas- 
tors and elders, and an amicable solw 
tion was achieved. 


Differences between missionary and 
African are bound to exist, and every 
visitor from the home church may rest 
assured that he will be called in as an 
intercessor. The African is shrewd ‘in 
some things and hardly adolescent in 
others. 


There are few missionaries who have 
not, at some time or other, unintention- 
ally given offence. A doctor, lecturing 
on the human body, likened it to the 
body of a monkey, and it took him some 
time to live down the impression the 
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Africans received, that he had ealled 
them monkeys. Another, talking of the 
progress the African had made, men- 
tioned the fact that their fathers didn’t 
know what a shoe was, and he stayed 
in the African ‘‘doghouse’’ for some 
time. 

There are numbers of instances like 
that, when the African’s pride has been 
touched, where our phraseology in the 
African tongue has failed to make our 
point, and we have suffered in conse- 
quence. Even the expression they used 
to Dr. Street, ‘‘We are not treated like 
persons,”’ doesn’t mean what it sounds 
like. In Tshiluba, it is ‘‘Kabena batumona 


bu bantu,” which in its literal sense, 
means, “They do not see us as men,” 
but I heard a chief use it colloquially 
just before I left, in which he meant, 
‘‘He doesn’t consider me as important.” 

The missionaries are not faultless. 
They will continue to err in some things, 
but fundamentally, they are sound. No 
missionary will stay long on his field 
unless he has the spirit of being willing 
to rectify his errors and accept criticsm. 
The fact that there is so much of har- 
mony in such a diverse group indicates 
that the Spirit of God blesses the work. 


NEXT—No. 3, Money Problems. 


2b. Africans Raise the Issue 


By T. WATSON STREET* 


N THIS second installment Mr. Mor- 

rison replies to the first section of 

my article in THE OUTLOOK of 
August 11. In that section I mentioned 
that African leaders complained of cer- 
tain customs and practices on our Mis- 
sion which they interpreted as expres- 
sions of race prejudice. I pointed out 
that in many ways their charges were 
unfair, but I expressed the view that 
what Africans think is very important 
and that in these days of African na- 
tionalism and race consciousness we 
must be very careful. 

Let me express again my deep respect 
for the work of our Mission in the Congo 
and affection for our missionaries there. 
My reply to Mr. Morrison is made only 
in the spirit of friendly discussion. The 
missionaries are justified in asking for 
an accounting of my remarks, and since 
exception has been taken to some of my 
statements I have the right to indicate 
wherein I believe I was not guilty of mis- 
representation. 

I spent ten weeks on our field, dis- 
cussed these issues and problems with 
dozens of missionaries and African lead- 
ers, and listened to the deliberations of 
Mission meeting and of the Missionary- 
Native Relationship Committee. Through 
all of these contacts there came an ap- 
preciation of the many sidedness of the 
problem, of the difficulties involved, and 
of the fact that there is no easy solution. 
Now, as to particular points in Mr. 
Morrison's article. 


“Treat Us as Persons” 


1. Mr. Morrison suggests that perhaps 
I misunderstood the expression, ‘‘do not 
treat us as persons.’’ I do not know 
Tshiluba, but this charge was illustrated 
so plainly and with cases that I am sure 
I correctly interpreted its meaning. I 
reported the charge and many of the 
details within an hour to the secretary of 
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our Mission and other missionaries and 
no one disagreed with the translation. 

2. Exception is taken to my statement 
that ‘‘the predominant racial attitude 
and practice on our Mission is very con- 
servative, akin to what one finds in 
conservative sections of the South.”’ I 
should not have included the ‘‘very’’ or 
the last phrase ‘‘akin . . . South,’’ and I 
apologize for doing so. Before comment- 
ing on this statement, I point out that 
our Mission is not the most conservative 
in its attitude in practice. I visited a 
small mission about 100 miles from one 
of our stations. At my request the 
American missionary in charge brought 
three African leaders into his study—the 
first time, he remarked, that any Afri- 
can has been allowed in the room. He 
warned me against shaking hands, ‘‘We 
don't do that here.’’ There were chairs 
enough for all, but he had the Africans 
sit on the cement floor, with the ex- 
planation, ‘‘I never let them sit on the 
same level with me; it gives them 
ideas."’ He pointed out a small square 
opening in the wall. ‘‘There,’’ he said, 
‘is where I do my soul winning. The 
African stands outside, and I stand in 
here.’’ (This incident may illustrate the 
fact that missionary status is not neces- 
sarily, as Mr. Morrison appears to im- 
ply, a guarantee of ‘‘progressive"’ racial 
views.) Nothing remotely comparable 
to this takes place on our mission. Yet, 
I would characterize our Mission as con- 
seryative in its attitude and practice. 
Two letters came today attributing cer- 
tain prevalent practices to our in- 
grained Southern attitudes. Mr. Morri- 
son would agree that on our Mission 
there are those who have ‘‘new ideas” 
and those who are not too fond of the 
new ideas. My judgment, based on ob- 
servations, discussions with mission- 
aries, etc., is that those with conserva- 
tive views are in the majority, that their 
attitude is predominant. I will not il- 
lustrate this point of view but suggest 
that the written report of the com- 
tee on Missionary-Native Relationships 
(1951) implies, in my judgment, a con- 
servative attitude and practice. 


On Seating Arrangements 


3. About the distinction in seating ar- 
rangements, Mr. Morrison agrees with 
the only point I made—it exists. I never 
suggested that the practice was mali- 
ciously begun or continued. I stated 
that the Africans expressed resentment 
—and their feeling on the matter is not 
a new thing. The only question is whether 
in a land where, according to Dr. Fulton 
(see the Presbyterian Survey, Novem- 
ber 1952 issue) the social equality ques- 
tion is in the minds of the Africans, 
where the government has already con- 
ceded to the Africans their right to rep- 
resentation on almost all government 
councils and commissions, and where at 
these meetings the Africans are enter- 
tained in European hotels, the practice 
of distinction in seating arrangements 
has not long since outlived its usefulness. 
On particular points let me say, that 
while I was at Luebo some African 
leaders sat on seats with backs, but, 
as I remember, those seats were not to 
the side of the rostrum as were the 
missionary seats; that the only Roman 
Catholic Church I entered (at Bakwanga) 
does have seats for all (I am depending 
on memory here); that the Roman Cath- 
olic village chapels I visited have seat- 
ing for Africans; and that at some serv- 
ices I attended on our stations the prac- 
tice of distinctions in seating arrange- 
ments was followed where there was no 
question of space and no family group 
involved. 

4. In the matter of inviting Africans 
to a meal, I did not raise the issue— 
the African pastors, elders and evan- 
gelists did. They produced a magazine 
with a picture showing government of- 
ficials and Congolese eating together 
and demanded, ‘‘Why is this not done 
on the APCM?” I stated in my article 
that this is done on the APCM but 
that is the great exception. Mr. Morri- 
son admits that the ‘‘criticism’’ (no 
criticism was intended—only a state- 
ment of fact) is justified to a certain ex- 
tent. Let me say that there appears 
to be some disagreement as to what 
the practice of our Mission is, in that 
some have taken issue with my state- 
ment on the grounds that eating together 
has been a natural and frequent prac- 
tice of long standing. Mr. Morrison’s 
explanations certainly indicate the dif- 
ficulties (and there are others, as ex- 
pense and difference in food) though 
some of his reasons appear to me to 
apply peculiarly to Luebo and would not 
be so valid with respect to our other nine 
stations. In any case, when eight mis- 
sionaries (seven women, one man) two 
African evangelists’ wives and I stopped 
for picnic lunch on the way to Luebo, 
we did not eat together, but the two 
African women ate about 30 yards away, 
and at no other time (three occasions) 
when I was on the road with African 
Christians or pastors and missionaries 
did we eat together. A missionary who 
has been on the field more than three 
terms has written (Oct. 17), “I am 
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ashamed that we had natives eat at our 
table for the first time only recently.” 


Visiting Missionary Homes 


5. Mr. Morrison’s statement, ‘‘They 
visit us in our homes—they come to 
visit us socially,” is one I agree with in 
two respects. In the case of some 
missionaries it takes place quite fre- 
quently. Probably in the case of most 
missionaries it would be true of special 
occasions. That it is a natural and fre- 
quent occurrence of everyday life in 
the case of a majority of missionaries 
is against the impression I received from 
conversations with missionaries, and re- 
cent letters. One missionary wrote (Oct. 
12) that this social fellowship does take 
place but ‘‘there has never been enough 
of it.”’ Another says, “It takes place 
in many homes.’’ One missionary ex- 
plained to me while I was on the field 
why she did not have Africans in her 
home. I stated in my article that, dur- 
ing 10 weeks on the field, I saw only 
one instance of an African (who was 
not a servant) present in a missionary 
home. This is a true statement of fact 


‘but it perhaps gives the wrong impres- 


sion that this never takes place. The 
missionaries give the greatest care to 
visitors (I shall never forget their cour- 
tesy and hospitality) and thus the normal 
life of the station is interrupted when 
a visitors is present. Nevertheless, I 
feel that if the practice were common 
and natural there would have been some 
hints. 

6. Finally, let it be said that the 
problems and tensions referred to in my 
article are a tribute to the work of our 
church and its missionaries. The new 
demands of the Africans have arisen 
in part from development of the people 
our work has helped to make possible. 
The spirit of independence manifested 
is a tribute to the emerging maturity 
that is a result of our contributions. 
The ‘‘new’’ Africa owes a debt to our 
churches, schools, hospitals and indus- 
trial work. 





Some trust in Chariots 
..but we trust in the 
Name of the Lord 
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Rev. Wm. M. Logan, 
Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian 


Church, Kerrville, 





Texas. 
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Presbyterian Military College 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 
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MINISTERIAL MENTION 





John L. Edwards, former Army chap- 
lain at Camp Atterbury, Ind., is now 
pastor of the First church, Eutaw, Ala. 

A. E. Andrews, of the A. M. E. church, 
is pastor of the now-forming Parkway 
Gardens church, 1463 S. Parkway E., 
Memphis, Tenn. 

M. L. Baker from Commerce, Texas, to 
Westminster church, Lawton, Okla. 

C. I. Calecote from Broadway, N. C., 
to Route 2, 3537 Rose of Sharon, Durham, 
x. 


Texas, is pastor of the new Beltville 
community (Presbyterian) church, 843 
Pennystone Ave., of San Antonio. 
David G. Davies from Olanta, S. C., to 
the Monaghan church, Greenville, S. C. 
(More Ministerial Mention, page 10) 
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EDITORIAL 


101 Ways vs. One Way 


We once heard of a book called, ‘‘One 
hundred and one ways to raise money 
for your church.’’ Humbug!  There’s 
only one solid way to raise money for 
your church—GIVE IT! But, you say, 
we need more. Then let's give it! 

Our General Council, we believe, has a 
study referred to it in connection with 
“approved’’ methods of church finance. 
This is an old story and a persisting 
delusion. People are trying to do the 
Lord's work and raise money for it 
while dodging the main issue—their own 
sacrificial gifts. 

But, someone may persist, they can 
raise more money than they could give. 
It is possible that by engaging in various 
business enterprises they could raise a 
certain amount of money, but that pre- 
sents a more difficult question—what 
right has the church as such to be out in 
the business world engaging in business 
affairs? 

One of the pitiful performances of 
many church groups is an exercise of 
subterfuge. It may be and doubtless is 
well intended but it is subterfuge just 
the same. Groups here and there have 


Dial 2-992. 














suppers or make various articles for 
sale. Then they either sell them to 
themselves or entice kindly neighbors 
into buying them. Oftentimes they spend 
$1.50 or $2 in time and ingredients on a 
$1 sale. Oftentimes they simply exchange 
cash sales with each other in a sad 
commentary on their unwillingness to 
give generously. To list the subterfuges 
followed in pathetic efforts to escape 
outright giving is to reveal a selfish, un- 
converted streak in us that ought to put 
us to shame. 

It is true that joint efforts draw mem- 
bers of a group close together and good 
fellowship and common sharing are 
highly desirable. This usually means, 
however, that such money-making en- 
terprises drain off energies and become 
substitutes for the great, taxing demands 
which should be made upon us. That is, 
for example, we have a bazaar instead 
of leading an evangelistic visitation pro- 
gram; we serve a supper to make some 
money and decline to serve a supper for 
our church's teachers or evangelistic 
workers. Or, we get everybody enlisted 
to raise a fund by commercial devices 
and, doing such things, we have no time 
or energy to join forces with other Chris- 
tian groups in revitalizing a run-down 
neighborhood and leading a wholesome 
and Christian program of recreation and 
teaching where that ought to be done. 

It is also true that many a woman 
has food in the kitchen and no money 
in her purse. She can make a gift of 
food to be sold when she can’t give 
money. That is recognized. It is a sad 
and unwholesome situation because it 
may mean that the wage-earner has not 
recognized some elementary principles 
of Christian stewardship and some com- 
mon evidences of a family’s mutual de- 
pendence and their right to a say-so 
about the family’s resources. This 
means that a good many husbands and 
wives ought to sit down and establish 
Christian principles in regard to the 
family’s budget, on which, when there 
are children, the family’s practices can 
be built. 

This would be revolutionary, but that 
is exactly what Christianity is—and it is 
revolutionary when it touches our money 

or, it ought to be. If the personal 
revolution that takes place within us 
when we become Christians doesn’t in- 
clude our pocketbooks, then it may well 
be doubted if any revolution has taken 
place. 


For Great Christmas—Profits 


Waco, Tex. (RNS)—Local merchants 
launched their Christmas shopping cam- 
paign in special newspaper supplements 
despite the pleas of Waco ministers that 
the start be delayed until Thanksgiving 
(OUTLOOIY. Nov. 17). 

Thomas B. Gallaher, a Presbyterian 
Ppas.or wno spearneaded the Waco Min- 
isterial Alliance's protest against com- 
mercialization of the Christmas season, 
said that his efforts ‘‘apparently died.”’ 

‘‘Maybe we should say they were ex- 
ecuted,’’ he added. 


*T/e have at least served notice of 
our conv.ctions on the commercialization 
of the religious season,’’ Mr. Gallaher 
said. ‘‘We will start earlier next year 
and perhaps we can succeed.” - 

The ministers’ resolution had asked 
the merchants to give ‘‘serious consider- 
ation’’ to delaying store and street deco- 
rations until Thanksgiving week. 

Business houses also were asked to 
devote part of their window and adver- 
tising displays to the story of Christmas 
itself, not just to Santa Claus and the 
selling of gifts. 

Though the advertising was started on 
the early date, it appeared likely that 
most street decorations would be delayed 
until Thanksgiving. A spokesman for 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce, which 
arranges the decoration of Waco’s main 
business streets, said it would be im- 
possible to have their materials ready 
earlier than late November. 

Mr. Gallaher said that many mer 
chants telephoned him expressing sym- 
pathy with his resolution. Some of them 
wanted to cooperate, he said, but ap- 
parently the commitments already made 
on advertising space prevented delay of 
the starting date this year. 


“The Word of Life” 


The American Bible Society’s 
Thanksgiving to Christmas read- 
ings, 1952: 


NOVEMBER 
27 Thanksgiving............ Psalms 103 
RSs. Psalms 91 
29 . nccosecceccesssccccc MM ee 
30 Sunday. sili oe ae Psalms 1 
DECEMBER 
OD cciticuimucsctaate eee ee Psalms 27 
Oe skscacsinchsniciazsnacsaxe tee Psalms 46 
I -jhiniceSceatpstitoasincst eee Psalms 90 
BD -sicicdhaticndinnakiadr ceria mere Isaiah 40 
- Ee Isaiah 55 
__ nr Matthew 5:1—26 
7 Sunday.......... Matthew 5:27—48 
| REA Me. Matthew 6:1—18 
__ See. Matthew 6:19—34 
WUD cicicecvipsaisrcstntacce eters Matthew 7 
_|_ anne ULE Sod,” John 14 
| EMO S 
_ FR eR ney hr an eae John 17 
14 Universal Bible Sunday.............. 
Rea ON Ratt Tap deae HB SEN, Psalms 23 
_. Se em ee Luke 15 
___ Ser se. Romans 8 
__ rer ee. Romans 12 
ee Ephesians 6 
Rees: Philippians 4 
eee: Revelation 21 
21 Sunday.................. John 1:1—18 
See eee > chet Isaiah 53 
BEER eee Hebrews 11 
Se ae I Corinthians 13 
25 Christmas............ Luke 2:1—20 


For those who want to continue reading 
the Bible durirg the last week of the 
year, these vassages are recommended: 
Dec. 26, Luke 2721-52; Dec. 27, John 
1:19-51; Dec. 28, Matthew 2; Dec. 29, 
John 16; Dec. 50, Revelation 3; Dec. 31, 
Psalms 19. 
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“WHENEVER I THINK OF YOU” 


Meditation for Thanksgiving 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“I thank God for you Christians at 
Philippi whenever I think of you.’’?—Phil. 
1:2, Phillips. 


are mean, some are no more to be 

noticed than the color of the ceiling. 
But some are part of our Thanksgiving 
Day. Indeed just to think of them, any 
day in the year, makes that a day for 
giving thanks to God. 


~ OME PEOPLE are nuisances, some 


Paul found a group of such people in 
Philippi. The Galatians were his problem 
children, the Corinthians bothered him in 
more ways than one, the Thessalonians 
were none too bright nor brisk, the Ro- 
mans were so far away that his letter to 
them was the most formal he ever wrote, 
the Colossians fell easy victims to the 
temptations that befall intellectuals; 
but, oh, those Philippians! Paul told 
them he thanked God every time he 
thought of them. One could wish for 
more Philippian friends; but, a better 
wish is to become worthy of the Philip- 
pians’ compliment from their old 
pastor, Paul. 


People will think about you when 
you are not around, you know, unless 
you are one of those negative charac- 
ters no one can remember one way 
or another. And, like everything else 
people think of, your image in memory 
carries with it an aura, a something or 
other that arouses either pleasure or 
pain. It may be only a faint glow of 
pleasure or it may be bright; and, if 
it is at the brightest, your friends will 
actually send up a prayer thanking God 
for your very existence. How is it 
done? 


It is not done by trying for it. It 
is very doubtful whether the Philip- 
pians had said to themselves at any 
time: Go to now, we will make our- 
selves well liked; we intend to be the 
most likable people this side of the 
Hellespont. It is more likely that 
Paul's remark about thanking God for 
them was a great surprise when they 
first heard it read in church. At any 
rate, if they asked, ‘‘Why so? Paul 
did not leave them in doubt. He was 
grateful for them on better grounds 
than a mere ‘“‘because.”’ 


IRST OF ALL, he remembered 

“how we have worked together 

for the gospel.’”” The best com- 
panionships are comradeships in a 
common cause. Soldiers who have 
fought side by side, students who have 
worked through the same courses to- 
gether, explorers or Alpinists who have 
faced danger together and taken risks 
for one another—such men do not easily 
forget their friends of the great days. 
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But the highest of all causes is the 
Kingdom of God, and the closest of 
friendships are those forged in his serv- 
ice. For everyone whose Christian work 
has bettered ours, for everyone and 
every group with whom we have shared 
for a brief time the work of the Good 
News, we thank God. 


“It is only natural that I should feel 
like his about you all,’’ Paul goes on, 
“for ... we shared together the grace 
of God.’’ No man who has ever experi- 
enced the grace of God wishes to keep 
that grace unshared. And for those 
who have received it even as we, our 
hearts are grateful. For those who have 
sat with us in the high and holy hours 
of communion; for those who have known 
with us the joy of answered prayer or 
learned with us the discipline of prayer 
unanswered; for those who have listened 
with us for that One Voice in one of 
life’s unwindowed nights, who together 
with us have seen the promises and 
greeted them from afar, or have rejoiced 
with us in the joy of the morning—for 
all who in any way have shared with 
us the grace of God, we give him 
thanks. 


of his ‘have known something of 

the fellowship of his Spirit.’’ It is 
most true that God “gives not his 
Spirit by measure.’’ Partly, the mean- 
ing of that is that God does not deal 
out the Spirit in one-portion packages. 
Look on the label of the foods you eat 
and you will sometimes find that the 
contents will serve two, four or six 
persons ... there is always a limit. But 
the only limit on the Spirit is that those 
who will not share, may not keep. The 
fellowship of the Spirit is the one that 
endures when the trial comes. 


Aor Paul says that these friends 


Willy Loman (Death of a Salesman) 
boasted of friends throughout six states; 
but, when he came to the narrow passage 
of old, not a friend in all those states 
came to his aid. For these were friends 
only in the fellowship of buying and 
selling, the friendship of financial ad- 
vantage; and when there is no more 
profit to be made, the friendship is 
dead and forgotten. 

The friends we thank God for, not in 
our prosperous days alone (who then 
lack friends?) but in the bitter times, 
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are those who know something of the 
fellowship of the Spirit of God. 


HIS was not at all high mysticism, 

it was as practical as a loaf of 

bread and a shirt. For these 
Philippians had sent Paul help when he 
was in jail, and help sent to such a 
prisoner has to be practical, indeed. But, 
strange to say—not strange to one who 
has any acquaintance with real saints— 
Paul was not so much grateful for the 
gifts as for the generosity of the givers, 
and this not as a “‘lively sense of favors 
to come’’ but as a sense of what their 
generosity meant. ‘‘Your generosity,’’ 
he said, ‘‘is like a lovely fragrance, a 
sacrifice that pleases the very heart of 
God.” * 

That our friends are dear to us is good; 
but there is a better thought: they are 
dear to God. For all the fragrant in- 
cense sent up before the Throne from 
the lives of our friends, for all that is* 
lovely in their lives, for every grace of 
act and every high desire, whether we 
profit by it or not, we thank God. 

In your best moments, do you not 
wish to inspire such thanksgiving? When 
those who remember you count their 
blessings, can you help hoping you may 
be included? And if in your worst mo- 
ments you feel that you have deserved 
some prayer of praise that was never 
offered—if the thought steals upon you 
that you are not appreciated . . . could 
not God complain far more of you? 
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CHURCH NEWS 





St. Louis Area Has 
Big Building Record 


Missouri News Letter 


More than 161 churches costing $26,- 
000,000 and improvements involving $13,- 
000,000 since 1945 have been reported in 
St. Louis and St. Louis County by the 
city Chamber of Commerce. Presby- 
terians, U. S. accounted for two of the 
new churches—South Webster and Over- 
land. South Webster (H. H. Watson, 
pastor), which started as a pew chapel 
in 1951, has grown from 116 members 
to 212, with a $48,000 building, a $20,000 
manse, and is now in a $40,5000 cam- 
paign for an educational building. Over- 
land (Frank King, pastor) has added an 
educational building and other improve- 
ments totaling $80,000 since 1950. 


St. Louis Central 
Will Seek $500,000 

The congregation of Central church, 
St. Louis, where J. Layton Mauze, Jr., 
is pastor, has just launched a campaign 
for more than a half-million dollars: 


$400,000 for an educational plant and for 
air-conditioning both educational build- 
ing and sanctuary, and $127,545 for the 
church's annual operating and benevo- 
lence budget. 


Work at Columbia 
Gets Underway 

Members of the Synods U. S., and 
USA of Missouri are gratified at the be- 
ginning of work on the new student cen- 
ter at Columbia, near the state univer- 
sity. The Columbia church plans a 
church activities and education unit ad- 
joining the student center. News of the 
resignation of the Columbia pastor, 
Charles Pratt, who gave up the work on 
account of his wife’s illness, occasioned 
widespread regret not only in Columbia 
where his ministry to the church and 
students was highly effective, but 
throughout the synod which elected him 
moderator at its last meeting. 


Miscellany 


Upper Missouri (U. S.) and Kansas 
City (USA) Presbyteries held such a 
profitable joint conference on steward- 
ship this fall that they have voted to do 
it again next year. . . . John Crockett 
has been placed in charge of the work 
along the new lake created by the Bull 
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Shoals Dam in Arkansas. He has merged 
the groups at Dickens and Forsyth. , , , 
Kansas City’s Ward Parkway church 
looks like a choice opportunity in a grow. 
ing residential area. The new building 
cost $125,000. C. Groshon Gunn is stated 
supply. Likewise, there is good 
promise for the Fairland Heights church 
of K. C., led by Walter Brown, formerly 
of Shelby, N. C.... 


C. E. MOUNT: 
Cape Girardeau. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Flynn V. Long has resigned as pastor 
of the First Southern church, Austin, 
Texas, in order to become executive sec 
retary of Mid-Texas Presbytery effec. 
tive Dec. 1. 

Hubert G. Wardlaw, formerly of Lan- 
caster, S. C., has begun his new work ag 
pastor of Orangeburg, S. C., church, 
Address: 448 Henley St. 

William T. Kennon, Louisville, Ky., is 
to serve the First church, Lexington, 
Ky., as stated supply for the next six 
months. 

Wm. M. Clark, retired, from Tomson, 
Ga., to Orlando, Fla. 

Alexander Henry, formerly of Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., is now pastor of the First 
church, Fairfield, Ala., Box 535. - 

Robt. E. McPheeters from University 


City, Mo., to the First (USA) church, 
Pana, Ill, 





DEATH 

W. McIlwaine Thompson, 39, professor 
of Christian ethics at Union Seminary in 
Virginia, died of a cerebral hemorrhage 
in New York, where he had gone for 
treatment, Nov. 14. For the past two 
years a victim of leukemia, Dr. Thomp- 
son had continued his work under a re- 
stricted schedule and only the week be- 
fore his death he led the annual fall 
services for the students at Davidson 
College. 


(More Ministerial Mention, page 7) 
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Here is what is happening, if you have not received 


YOUR RSV BIBLE 


HEN Thomas Nelson & Sons 
WV rissnea to publish The Revised 

Standard Version of the Bible, 
they knew, of course, that they were 
embarking on a project of major pro- 
portions. It was only after extensive 
consultation with many experts that they 
decided on the size of their initial print- 
ing and binding orders. 


To say that the sales of this book 
have far exceeded even the fondest 
dreams and expectations of the pub- 
lishers and the book-sellers is to put the 
case very mildly. In spite of all this 
careful planning, with many months of 
advance publicity, everybody has been 
caught short. Nelson has increased man- 
ufacturing facilities, shipping facilities, 
and its staff to handle orders, inquiries 
and complaints, but still the orders con- 
tinue to be increased. The orders filled 
and on hand have completely exhausted 
the first supply of over 1,000,000. Orders 
are being received for the buckram 
edition which sells for $6 much more 
quickly than they can be processed. Two 
shipping staffs work from 8:00 o'clock 
in the morning until 2:00 o’clock the next 
morning, but they are unable to catch 
up with the terrific demand. 


When the project was originally 
launched and salesmen began taking 
orders, there was very little interest in 
the two-volume Old Testament. Nel- 
son's planned a modest edition of 50,000 
two-volume sets selling at $5 a set, and 
almost until publication date it looked 
as thought this quantity would be ade- 
quate. About the middle of August, 
however, orders for this set started to 
come in in quantity, and a second print- 
ing of 25,000 sets was immediately or- 
dered and is now coming off the press. 
Immediately prior to publication as the 
demand continued to increase, a third 
printing, another 25,000 sets, was put on 
order; these will be available by the 
middle of November. 


The book-sellers and the _ publisher, 
however, completely underestimated the 
number of people that would be willing 
to pay $10 for a leather-bound copy of 
the Revised Version Bible. When the 
salesmen were making their initial calls, 
dealers were ordering in varying 
amounts from 5 per cent to 15 per cent 
leather, the balance in buckram. The 


average until about last May was 10 
per cent leather, and it looked as though 
the 80,000 copies that Nelson had planned 
to produce in their own bindery at Cam- 
den, New Jersey, would be adequate 
to meet the demand. But it then became 
apparent that the trend was changing. 
The first printing was immediately in- 
creased, and Nelson quickly realized 
that they could not handle everything 
in their own bindery and began to search 
the market for others who were capable 
of producing this fine leather binding 
with red under gold edges. Unfortu- 
nately, the facilities for producing this 
type of book are very limited, because 
there are few craftsmen left who can 
do the gilding and because every leather 
cover has to be made by hand. There 
is no way of stepping up production by 
machine and maintaining the quality 
that the publisher insists must go into 
the RSVB. At the present time, Nelson 
has shipped out over 80,000 copies of 
the leather edition and has on hand un- 
filled orders of over 200,000 copies. It 
is impossible to promise delivery on new 
orders in less than six months. 


(Purchasers through THE OUTLOOK 
will do better than this since we have 
August, September and October orders 
placed high up on Nelson’s list for early 
delivery. These will care for all orders 
now on hand and a good number of fu- 
ture ones.) 


Unfilled orders on hand for the buck- 
ram edition now total more than 350,000 
copies. Delivery on these is subject 
to a delay of three to four weeks. 

Some idea of the terrific sale that took 
place on publication date can be gath- 
ered from the fact that during the week 
in which publication occurred, orders 
were received for 75,000 leather-bound 
volumes, 96,000 buckram-bound volumes 
and 10,000 sets of the Revised Standard 
Version Old Testament. 

In a three-day period, the publisher 
received over 1,000 telegrams, uncounted 
telephone calls and letters asking about 
shipments and increasing orders and 
placing new orders. Nelson tells us that 
it has been physically impossible to give 
the attention they would like to these 
various telegrams and letters, but they 
are doing their best to investigate each 
inquiry and process each order. Despite 


the fact that a greatly enlarged staff 
is working on all these communications, 
it is understandable that it takes a long 
time to check each telegram, phone call, 
or letter individually. The time con- 
sumed in answering these communica- 
tions has slowed up the shipping con- 
siderably. 


Despite the tension that has devel- 
oped on all sides because of the loss 
of business (which it is hoped and be- 
lieved will be only temporary), there 
have been many instances of book-sellers 
who have retained a sense of humor 
through the whole business and have 
recognized the unprecedented problem 
with which the publisher has been con- 
fronted. For instance, at the height of 
the rush the day after publication the 
phone system in Nelson’s shipping room 
broke down completely and when a North 
Carolina dealer could not get any re- 
sponse to a long-distance phone call, she 
decided it was an emergency and called 
the Camden Police Department which 
immediately came around with scream- 
ing sirens to deliver the message that 
she wanted some books. 

The day after publication, several 
people arrived in vehicles of various 
sorts, trucks and cars, at the Camden 
warehouse, some of whom had driven 
all night, begging for books and asking 
that they be given prior treatment to 
those people who had previous orders 
in the house. The Friday before pub- 
lication one of the supervisors of a large 
department store in Texas called at 
Nelson’s New York office and wanted 
500 buckram books, 300 leather-bound 
books, and said that he was willing to 
buy a truck in New York and drive 
night and day so that he could have suf- 
ficient supplies on hand for publication 
date on the following Tuesday. His book 
buyer had originally purchased fifty 
eopies and upon urging from the super- 
visor had increased the order to 200, 
but as publication date drew near he 
realized that this was not nearly an ade- 
quate stock. 

But the publishers are especially ap- 
preciative of the book-seller who, shar- 
ing their headaches, sent in a box of as- 
pirin with the note: ‘‘I have been living 
on these for two weeks. I’m sure you 
need some, too!’’ 


Reprinted from Publishers’ Weekly 


. . . Since there is a line, formed and waiting, you will do well to place your order now for the 


earliest possible delivery of one of the new Bibles 
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No. 17 in a series on congregational singing . 


...+. by James R. Sydnor 


“Pve been working on the railroad”... 


..-“O Master, let me walk with Thee” 


Secular Singing. Some singing is an 
end in itself. It exists to give momen- 
tary pleasure and as such it has value. 
The text of such songs frequently has 
little relation in reality. When a group 
of Rotarians or Kiwanians at noon on 
Tuesday join vociferously in ‘‘I’ve Been 
Working on the Railroad,’’ no one cares 
to know whether the singer happens to 
be first vice-president in charge of pas- 
senger traffic, the engineer of a lowly 
freight yard engine, or never employed 
by a railway system. The main ob- 
ject of this singing is the ventilation 
of the lungs-and the loosening up of 
spirits and muscles. 

In such songs as ‘I’m Forever Blow- 
ing Bubbles,’’ ‘‘Someone’s In the Kitchen 
with Dinah” and ‘‘Maresy Doats and 
Dozy Doats,’’ the texts usually are sheer 


nonsense or make little sense. The tune 
usually is the more important and the 
more attractive thing. These are fun 
songs and are well suited to the purpose. 
I personally enjoy singing such ditties 
and like to lead others in singing them. 

Sacred Singing. There are other types 
of singing which are means to an end. 
While all genuine singing gives pleasure, 
pleasure itself is not the prime object. 
When people are assembled for Christian 
worship and instruction, the real object 
of singing is the communication and ex- 
pression of an inner conviction, feeling, 
or idea. When a group of earnest Chris- 
tians join with reverent attention in 
singing ‘‘O Master, Let Me Walk with 
Thee,’’ they desire, and have, a text and 
tune which appropriately express some- 
thing of the meaning of walking with 








“Here is a book that should be read by every Southern Presby- 


. 33 
terian... 


William T. McElroy, Christian Observer 


“One of the men of my Church remarked not long ago that the 
books on missions seemed to be getting better each year. This 
book will certainly substantiate his opinion.” 


R. Matthew Lynn, Presbyterian Survey 
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the Galilean in joyful service an@ 
sacrifice. 

Christians, engaged in worship, direct 
their singing to the Triune God, to their 
fellow-Christians, or to themselves. To 
illustrate, some hymns like ‘‘Come, Thou 
Almighty King’”’ and ‘‘Ancient of Days” 
are addressed in different stanzas to 
each of the three Persons of the Trinity, 
Others like ‘‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty,’’ “‘O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
and “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My 
Heart,’’ are addressed specifically and 
exclusively to one Person of the God- 
head. Hymns like ‘‘Onward, Christian 
Soldiers’’ and ‘‘Ye Christian Heralds, Go 
Proclaim’’ are addressed to our Chris- 
tian neighbors. ‘Be Still, My Soul, the 
Lord Is on Thy Side’’ and ‘‘Come, My 
Soul, Thou Must Be Kaking’”’ are ad- 
dressed to our own inner being. 

Since this is so, the texts of hymns 
used for churchly purposes must be ac- 
curate expressions of the Christian faith, 
couched in clear, dignified and beautiful 
language. Furthermore, the music to 
which such texts are set must empha- 
size, never detract from, the mood and 
meaning of the words. 


; The Need for Clear Distinction 


I am in favor of both secular and 
sacred music in church. Down in the 
social room at various informal suppers 
and gatherings, at church picnics and 
the like, let us sing, uproariously if you 
please, all the silly and cute songs we 
please. For secular music, be sure to 
use secular texts. 

When we move into God’s sanctuary 
and God’s worship, let us use words 
and music befitting the God of Glory 
and the Lord of Love. The serious con- 
sequences which follow in the path of 
those who do not make this distinction 
are illustrated by the following quota- 
tions from the well-known British book, 
As Tommy Sees Us, written after World 
War I by Presbyterian Army Chaplain 
Herbert Gray: 


“T turn to scrutinize with a new care- 
fulness the hymns we offer. It is matter 
of the first importance. It appears to me 
a disastrous thing to use jinging and 
cheap tunes for the praise of God. Men 
will go away humming such tunes, and 
may, therefore, appear to like them. 
But they are no help to reverence. They 
cheapen religion. The best of our young 
men turn in disgust from such tunes. The 
God whom men will worship with real 
reverence is an august and almighty 
God; and to offer to him frivolous and 
tinkling music is a profanity.”’ 


And furthermore, in speaking of the 
soft, feeble notions of religion and of the 
Lord Jesus himself that are conjured up 
by our “popular’’ soft, feeble hymns 
and tunes, Mr. Gray adds: 


“‘God sent men a Savior who was made 
of stern, virile elements. If we offer 
them a soft caricature of that heroic 
Figure they will go away. But where 
did they get the notion that religion is 
a sickly thing? Where did they get that 
disastrous conception of Jesus?”’ 

He finds the answer in our hymn 
books. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus, The Great Teacher 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 7, 1952 
Matthew 13. Printed Text 13, 24-35, 53-4 


In the 13th chapter of Matthew we 
have a group of Jesus’ parables, each 
illustrating some aspect of the Kingdom 
of God. We recall that all pious Jews 
in Jesus’ time were looking forward to 
the coming of the kingdom, which in- 
cluded at least two elements: first, the 
reign of God over Israel and the sur- 
rounding nations; and, secondly, the 
blessings of God which would be avail- 
able for Israel: when his reign had be- 
come a fact. Some thought this King- 
dom would be established through a 
military leader, who, with divine help, 
would free Israel from the yoke of 
Rome, and exalt them above all the 
nations of the earth; others that it would 
be superimposed by divine intervention 
through the miraculous action of some 
heavenly Messiah. John the Baptist 
stirred the nation by proclaiming that 
the long-awaited kingdom was at hand 
(3:1), and when Jesus began his min- 
istry he took up the same cry (4:17). 
It soon became apparent, however, that 
his conception of the kingdom was 
different from that of the popular ex- 
pectation and also from that of John the 
Baptist—more spiritual and free from 
any tairft of Jewish nationalism. 


As the difference between Jesus’ con- 
ception of the kingdom and that of his 
contemporaries became _ increasingly 
manifest the nation began to react in 
the way illustrated in Matthew 11-12. 
Some, like John, began to question, ‘‘Are 
you he who is to come, or shall we look 
for another?’”’ The mass of the people 
were as indifferent to Jesus’ gracious 
words as they had been to the burning, 
searing words of John. Even Chorazin, 
Bethsaida and Capernaum, the cities 
most favored by his ministry, failed to 
accept the new way he proclaimed. The 
Pharisees, the recognized spiritual 
leaders of the nation, grew increasingly 
hostile. The members of his own family 
thought he was beside himself and tried 
to save him from the results of his mis- 
taken zeal. The disciples must have been 
grievously disappointed at this outcome 
of Jesus’ ministry. And it was to them, 
as well as for those who thought that 
the kingdom would come through some 
political coup or by successful military 
action against Rome, or direct interven- 
tion from heaven, that Jesus spoke these 
parables on the coming of the kingdom. 


They have great practical interest for 
our own times. We pray, as he taught, 
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as in heaven.’”’ But how will 
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
we expect God’s will to be done on 
earth? These are some of the questions 
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answered for us in the little group of 
parables recorded for us in Matthew 13. 


I. The Parable of the Soils, 13 :1-23 


In this familiar parable Jesus tells his 
disciples that the kingdom will come, not 
suddenly, as his contemporaries ex- 
pected, but gradually, through the sow- 
ing of the word, his word in the hearts 
of men. Much of the seed will be 
wasted, owing to the condition of the 
hearers’ hearts, but some of it will take 
root and bear rich fruit, thirty-, sixty- 
and even a hundred-fold. 

This is not a pessimistic picture of 
the coming of the kingdom, but a real- 
istic one, fundamentally optimistic. 
Jesus realized that he would be rejected 
by the nation as a whole. Nonetheless, 
he knew that the words he had spoken 
had taken root in some hearts, and would 
bear rich fruit in the years to come. And 
so he prepared his disciples for inevi- 
table discouragement in their own min- 
istry. Many times the words that they 
spoke would seem to be wasted; some 
would not allow it to make any impres- 
sion on their hearts; some would receive 
it for a while, but would fall away when 
difficulties arose; some would receive 
it and retain it, but would be so con- 
cerned about the cares of the world and 
the desire of other things, that the world 
would not be able to bear any fruit in 
their lives. But some, Jesus reminded 
them, would receive the word and allow 
it to bear fruit more or less abundantly. 

Under such circumstances the duty of 
the disciples is, first, to sow the word, 
and second, to take heed how they hear, 
i.e., to let the word bear its fruit in 
their lives, not thirty-, not sixty-, but 
even a hundred-fold. 


Il. The Parable of the Tares 
13 :24-30, 36-43 


There was a man who sowed his field 
with wheat, said Jesus. While he slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares in the 
field. This was a poisonous weed, the 
bearded darnel, which, in the edrly 
stages of its growth, looked much like 
wheat. When the wheat began to ripen, 
however, the difference became appar- 
ent. The laborers went to the owner of 
the field in great consternation. They 
wondered if they should try to separate 
the tares from the wheat. ‘‘No,”’ replied 
the farmer. 


“Wait till the harvest. If you attempt 
to pull up the tares now, you will trample 
down the field, and you will pull up much 
wheat with the tares, because they are 
difficult to tell apart, and their roots 
are intertwined. When the heads of each 
are fully formed they can easily and 
surely be distinguished. Then the reapers 


will gather the tares and burn them; 
the wheat they will store away in the 
barn.”’ 

Later, at the disciples’ request, Jesus 
explained the parable to them privately. 
He was the sower of the good seed; the 
field in which he sowed the seed was 
the world; the seed which he sowed were 
the sons of the kingdom (note that in 
the previous parable the seed was the 
word; here it is human beings in whom 
the word has borne its fruit). The tares, 
on the other hand, are the sons of the 
evil one, and the enemy that sowed 
them is the devil. The harvest is the 
end of the world. At that time, but not 
till then, will there be a definite separa- 
tion of the evil from the good. 

This parable supplements that of the 
soils. The kingdom comes through the 
sowing of the word. In many hearts 
the word takes root and bears its proper 
fruit. Those individuals who have re- 
ceived the word in their turn become 
seed which springs up and bears its 
fruit in the world. Just what this fruit 
is we are not told, but we may surmise 
that they are all the fruits of a Christian 
man’s living in the lives of other men and 
in the institutions (business, politics, 
etc.) with which he is connected. But, 
unfortunately, there is another sort of 
seed or influence working in the world. 
Not only are there good men who bear 
good fruit in the world, but there are 
also evil men who bear evil fruit. The 
result is that good and evil are found 
mixed together, not only in men’s lives, 
but also in all their institutions (including 
the church). This mixture, Jesus says, 
will continue until the end of the world. 
The good is so intertwined with evil, 
and evil so closely intertwined with good, 
it is so difficult at times to tell whether 
an individual is a son of the kingdom 
or a son of the evil one, whether an 
institution or an organization is an evil 
or a blessing, that at times we must 
work with men and through institutions 
that are partly good and partly evil 
or else endanger the growth of the good. 
The time will come, however, says Jesus, 
when the things which cause stumbling 
(in the church, in business and in poli- 
tics) and them that ‘do iniquity shall 
be cast into the furnace of fire. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

On the basis of this parable, does Jesus 
give us reason to hope that evil men 
ever cease to exist here on earth? Or 
that our politics, our business, our 
church will ever be completely domi- 
nated by his spirit? To these questions 
there is only one answer. These words 
tell us very plainly that we cannot hope 
to build a perfect society here on earth. 
Do Jesus’ words suggest that we should 
cease to strive toward this end, or that 
we cannot draw ever nearer toward the 
goal? There are some who reach this 
conclusion, but only a few. We cannot 
achieve perfection in our own individual 
lives, but we must never cease to strive 
toward that end; and so in the social 
life. 
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Hil. The Parable of the Dragnet, 13 :47-50 


This parable is best understood in con- 
nection with the preceding one. Jesus 
describes a net let down into the sea 
and brought up with fish of every kind, 
some good and some bad. When it is 
drawn to shore the fishermen collect the 
good and cast away the bad. That, says 
Jesus, is the picture of the kingdom. 
It includes both good and evil. The sep- 
aration will take place at the end of 
the world. 

This parable differs from the preceding 
one in that it pictures evil existing along- 
side the good in the church, or rather 
in the kingdom, instead of in the world. 

Goudge thinks that Jesus meant 
among other things, that the disciples 
should not be discouraged by the fear 
of bringing into their nets some worth- 
less fish which have been drawn by their 
preaching into a temporary connection 
with the kingdom. The sorting out of 
the wicked from among the righteous 
is not their task but that of God and 
his angels. 

The writer thought, when he was 
younger, that the church ought at regu- 
lar intervals to purge imperfect mem- 
bers from its rolls. What would be the 
result of such procedure and where would 
it stop? One of the chief arguments 
which men advance for not joining the 
church is that there are so many hypo- 
crites in the church, or ‘‘there are so 
many men in the church not so good as 
I.”” How should this argument be met? 
Is the church a community of saints or 
a school for saints? Can we, who are 
imperfect, ever expect to find a perfect 
church? 


IV. The Parables of the Mustard Seed 
and Leaven, 13:31-33 

Jesus has told us so far that the king- 
dom will come through the sowing of 
the word in the hearts of men; it will 
have little or no effect in many lives; 
but, in other lives it will bear the richest 
fruit. These men will exert a good in- 
fluence on the world, but evil men at 
the same time will exert an evil influ- 


Cxperience or 
? 
* 
Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 


be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes, 





Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
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ence. As a result, good and evil will be 
mixed in men’s characters and in all 
these a. ...uuons and organizations, even 
in the church. 

Now he tells us that, in spite of the 
evil which exists in the world and in the 
church, the kingdom will grow outwardly 
like the mustard seed; its influence will 
permeate society like the yeast which 
leavens the meal. 

The kingdom of heaven, Jesus said, is 
like unto a grain of mustard seed, which 
is one of the least of seeds, smaller than 
any of those familiar to the Jews in 
Galilee. Yet it grows up and becomes 
greater than all the herbs, that is, all 
that had a place in a Palestinian garden. 
‘In hot countries,’’ says Sanday, ‘‘the 
mustard (one of the tiniest of seeds) 
grows to a great size, eight or more feet 
high; as tall, we are told, as a horse and 
rider.’’ It grows so large that the birds 
come to it and find rest and shelter. 


“The point of the parable is in the 
contrast between the diminutive seed and 
the great increase. It is a word of hope 
needed by the disciples in particular. 
The kingdom of God was so unlike what 
they looked for, and so insignificant in 
its appearance, as to suggest doubts and 
questions. The parable was spoken to 
correct this mood and give the assurance 
of a mighty future, notwithstanding its 
small and obscure beginning. The king- 
dom would yet cover the earth and em- 
brace the nations.’ 


There is one school of Bible interpre- 
tation which interprets this parable and 
the next to mean that the kingdom shall 
have a perverted growth; corruption in 
the kingdom will spread. This is not a 
view which has commended itself to the 
church in any age, or to any number of 
sober and responsible scholars. The two 
parables could hardly have been inter- 
preted in this wise by the disciples; it is 
not in accord with Jesus’ outlook upon 
the world; he did not consider things in 
themselves as evil—as both birds and 
leaves must be in accordance with this 
interpretation. 

He told them another parable. ‘‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven.’’ In 
the parable of the mustard seed Jesus 
was describing the outward growth of 
the kingdom. Here he is speaking about 
its influence in the world. The leaven 
transforms the meal for which it is em- 
bedded; so the kingdom will transform 
the life of the world with which it comes 
in contact. In the parable of the mustard 
seed Jesus told his disciples not to be 
discouraged because of the small begin- 
nings of the kingdom — it would grow to 
unexpected greatness. In the parable of 
the leaven he tells them not to be dis- 
turbed by the present invisibility and in- 
wardness of the kingdom. In spite of 
that inwardness, that invisibility, it is an 
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active force, transforming the life of the 
world. 


V. Parables of the Treasure and 
the Pearls, 13:44-45 


Jesus’ last two parables deal with the 
value of the kingdom. The kingdom will 
come through the sowing of the word; 
evil will continue to exist in the world 
and in the church; nevertheless, the 
kingdom itself will grow in extent and 
in influence. Jesus knew that many 
times his disciples would be tempted to 
lose heart, to regret the sacrifices which 
they had made for the kingdom, and to 
fortify their resolutions, he told them two 
parables which suggest that, in every 


- age, the kingdom is worth every sacrifice 


that its gaining may require. 

It was often the custom in that day 
for men to bury their treasures in the 
earth. Oftentimes the owner died with 
his treasure unclaimed. Jesus said that 
the kingdom was like a treasure hid in 
the ground for which a man would sur- 
render all his other possessions. Caper- 
naum was a Station on the Via Maris, 
frequented by caravans laden with the 
traffic of the gorgeous East. Pearls were 
highly valued. Some were so precious 
that a merchant would gladly dispose of 
all his other wares to secure them. Jesus 
said that the kingdom was like that. It 
was worthwhile for a man to surrender 
every other possession for its sake. The 
two parables emphasize, therefore, the 
same truth. There is, however, a slight 
difference in the two: The man stumbled 
on the buried treasure; the merchant 
sought for the costly pearl. Taken to- 
gether they illustrate the two ways of 
finding the kingdom. Some find it un- 
expectedly, others after long searching. 
But however it is found, it is the one 
thing supremely to be desired, for which 
a man will joyfully surrender every other 
good. 

These seven parables taken together 
give us Jesus’ conception of the future 
of the kingdom. Men in his day, as in 
our own, thought the kingdom would 
come through political effort, or through 
some divine catastrophe out of heaven. 
The mystery or secret which Jesus re- 
vealed to his disciples was that of the 
gradual growth of the kingdom through 
the sowing of his words in the hearts 
of men. Much of the seed would be 
wasted, but some of it would bear rich 
fruit. Good and evil would continue to 
exist in the world and even in the 
church, nonetheless the kingdom would 
continue to grow both in extent and in 
influence. Final separation of good and 
evil, the complete consummation of the 
kingdom, would come at the end of the 
world, to take heed how we hear, letting 
the seed bear its full fruit in our lives, 
knowing that the reign of God and the 
blessings of God are the richest treasures 
that man can find, and for which we 
should be willing to make every sacrifice. 


Lesson commentary based on “International 
Sunday School Lessons: the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching,’’ copy- 
righted 1952 by the Division of Christian Edu- 
cation, National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. 
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BOOK NOTES 


SPIRES OF THE SPIRIT. By Fred- 
erick Brown Harris. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
press, Nashville and New York, 174 
p-» $2. 

Upon the death of Peter Marshall, the 
chaplaincy of the U. S. Senate went 
pack to Frederick Brown Harris, pastor 
of Foundry Methodist Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

It seemed natural that Dr. Harris 
should succeed Peter Marshall, for he 
had commanded a wide popularity by 
weekly messages on the editorial pages 
of the Washington Star. Upon the death 
of Joseph Fort Newton, the Philadelphia 
Bulletin published the editorials of Dr. 
Harris in its well-known feature column, 
“The Saturday Evening Sermon.’’ Also 
the Bell Syndicate had placed ‘‘Spires’’ 
in many weekly newspapers. This book 
is a collection of those cryptic news- 
paper editorials. 

There is a need in America for a 
counterpart of C. S. Lewis’ radio talks 
in Britain, over the British Broadcasting 
Company’s network. Lewis takes the 
great truths of our Christian faith and 
brings them down to the understanding 
of the man on the street. These edi- 
torials of Dr. Harris, ‘‘Spires of the 
Spirit,” might be called an effort to 
meet this popular need. They are writ- 
ten, however, from the viewpoint of 
Washington, D. C., and sound more like 
the sharp prayers of Peter Marshall, 
intended to stab awake the government 
officials, than the simple messages of 
C. S. Lewis for the man on the street. 

Dr. Harris has the happy faculty of 
bringing striking statements out of lit- 
erature, which catch the attention. Out 
of one of Ibsen's plays, he tells of the 
Norwegian preacher who was obsessed 
with one idea: to build a church “big 
enough for God.’’ Out of Defoe’s Rob- 
inson Crusoe, he quotes the man Friday 
as asking Crusoe, ‘‘Why no God kill the 
Devil?’’ and Crusoe’s answer to him. 
He has a chapter on “This, too, shall 
pass,’ the motto which Senator Van- 
denburg used to keep him from taking 
too seriously the issues of the day. 

“Spires of the Spirit’? is made up of 
short chapters which have caught the 
attention of newspaper readers. They 
should attract the attention of the 
readers of a small book and made them 
feel that they have seen spires that 
point them to the things of the Spirit. 

R. D. NOLEN 

North Little Rock, Ark. 
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address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
WANTED 
WANTED: A trained or practical dietician 


for Children’s Home numbering approxi- 
mately 300. Also, persons between the ages 
of 25 and 50 qualified to be houseparents in 
cottages with children. Write Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Orphans’ Home, Barium 
Springs, N. C. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


Communion through Preaching. 
Sloane Coffin, 
$2.50. 

Religion and the Decline of Capitalism. 
Charles Scribner's Sons, N. Y. $3.00. 

The Power of Positive Thinking. 





Henry 
Charles Scribner's Sons, N. Y. 


Norman 


PEACE COLLEGE 


Owned by the Presbyterians of North 
Carolina 





A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for girls 
who wish to complete high school work in 
a college atmosphere. Accredited. Trans- 
fer or terminal programs offered in: 


Liberal Arts Home Economics 
Secretarial Pre-Nursing 
Music Art 


Well-rounded program of sports, cultural, 
and social activities. For catalog write: 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh, N. C. 











Vincent Peale, 
$2.95. 
Collected Poems 1917-1952. 


Prentice-Hall, Inc., N. Y. 


Archibald Mac- 


Leish. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. $4.00, 

How to Afford that College Education, 
George Adams. Harian Publications, Green- 
lawn, N. Y. $2.00. 
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Christmas 


Remembrances 


What more appropriate gift at Christmas than a subscription to The Upper Room! 
Your thoughtfulness will be felt and appreciated every day for the ensuing year. 
Christmas Gift Cards, announcing your gift, will be mailed direct from The Upper 


Room to your gift list. 


Make a list NOW of the names and addresses to whom you would like to send a 
subscription to The Upper Room, mail us the list with 50 cents for each name, and 
we will send the gift card in your name and 























year. 


The Upper Room (six bi-monthly issues) for one 


But be sure to order NOW for prompt 


service. 


Use The Upper Room also as your Christmas 
Greeting Card, and to enclose with other gifts. 
17 copies of the January-February, 1953, issue, 
together with special Christmas envelopes, 
$1.00, postpaid. 


Another gift suggestion is this handsome proc- 
essed-leather cover case, to hold The Upper 
Room. 
postpaid, (Please print carefully the name you 
want inscribed on cover). 


Name inscribed in gold. $1.00 each, 


Or you can give a durable binder to hold 
six issues of The Upper Room. Name 
inscribed in gold. $1.60 each, postpaid. 
With year’s subscription and gift card 
(first issue and card sent with binder) 


$2.00. postpaid, (Print name to be in- 
scribed.) 


Send your order for any of the above 


The 
Upper Room 


1908 Grand Ave 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTION 
CAN HELP YOU 


RAISE YOUR BUILDING FUND 


Whether your church needs $100,000 or more, 
your building fund campaign will profit from experi- 
enced professional direction. 

This firm offers the same Christian leadership 
and the same know-how to individual congregations 
raising $100,000 as it does to nationwide denomina- 
tions raising a hundred times that much. 

We directed two campaigns raising $1,622,000 
for the Covenant Presbyterian Church at Charlotte, 
N.C. for example. But we also managed an over-the- 
goal $125,000 appeal for the Selwyn Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church at Charlotte, and another over- 
the-goal $100,000 campaign for the Shelby Presby- 


terian Church at Shelby, N.C., not to mention 
scores of successful campaigns which we have 
directed for churches with goals between these 
figures. 

At Shelby, where $103,000 was raised in a 197 
family church, the Reverend Walter L. Brown 
wrote that “Your staff won my affection and that 
of my congregation.” The Reverend Samuel M. 
Inman, pastor of the Selwyn Avenue Church at 
Charlotte, said: “Without the assistance of yourfirm, 
we would not have succeeded in reaching our goal.” 

Ministers and church leaders are invited to 
consult us without obligation, 


KETCHUM, INC. 
Campagygn Direction 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, PITTSBURGH Ig, PA. AND $00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORE 36 


CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President 
NORMAN MACLEOD, Exec. Vice President « mMccLEAN WORK, Vice President 


MEMBER AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FUND RAISING COUNSEL 
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